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Greetings by Mr. Masatake Matsuda

There are 11 members affiliated to AFUCA now. In your respected
countries you have been conducting various kinds of activities which
promote the UNESCO ideals and various projects in the field of
Education, Science and Culture. As president of AFUCA I would like to
express our sincere appreciation to you all for your valuable activities to
disseminate UNESCO ideals in your local communities through Non-
Governmental UNESCO Movement.

Recently UNESCO has been promoting the Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). We all
understand ESD is a very important theme for our future. For example, “the Heritage for the Future
Movement” and “the World Terakoya Movement” are typical programmes for ESD. However, at the
same time, it seems to be important to further elaborate the concept of ESD. So I think it is
necessary for us to share our experiences regarding ESD activities and to discuss the new ideas and
activities which could promote concretely ESD with a view to reaching minds of people in our
daily life. Through our newsletter, seminars and e-mail communications we could strengthen the

exchange of our information on ESD to more articulate our own activities.

This September we will organize the Executive Board Meeting of AFUCA in Nara, Japan. On
behalf of the host country, the National Federation of UNESCO Associations in Japan, I would like
to welcome all of you and expect your active participation in the meeting. Especially this year we
are cerebrating the 1300" anniversary of Nara-Heijyokyo capital (710) which is the Japan's first
international capital where Japanese ancient culture was blended with various Asian cultures
introduced through the Silk Road. I hope this venue will help us to discuss our common Asian

future in terms of ESD and world peace. I am looking forward to seeing all of you soon in Nara.

Masatake Matusda
President of AFUCA




. Recent AFUCA Activities

Korean Federation of UNESCO Clubs and Associations (KNFUCA)

1) The number of associations of the KNFUCA has increased to 23 by including Hangang, Ansa,
Garung associations in order to work briskly. Each new association held the first inaugural
meetings and celebrated with performances, and is working actively. The KNFUCA will try to
establish associations in each region in order to perform UNESCO duties better.

2) The 25" Korea National Convention of UNESCO Movement 2010 will be carried out at Pohang
Philos Hotel from October 8" to October 9", 2010. This National Convention has been held and
represented by each regional association every year. This year UNESCO Gyeongsangbuk-do
Association will organize the conference. During the National Conference, a board of directors
meeting, lectures with various subjects, and introducing culture will be held.

(Photos by KNFUCA)

Ural-Siberian Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and Associations

The basic efforts of the Ural-Siberian Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and Associations
in 2009 have been directed on assistance in development of UNESCO movements in national
republics — Bashkortostan, Yakutia, Buryatiya, Udmurtiya, Tatarri and others. Cultural uniqueness
of each region and its temperament of each person give an impulse to UNESCO movements with
dialogue of cultures. .

We applied serious efforts under the decision of Executive Board of WFUCA in Ekateringburg
on opening the route across Ural-Siberian region “World Cultural Heritage. Dialogue of Cultures,
Dialogue of Civilizations”. We prepare for the presentations of more than 800 routes. Thousands of
museums, unique objects of history, and roadside complexes will appear on the routes. We also
took part in the project organized by the Romanian Federation of UNESCO clubs “Youth and
Museums” and we had a presentation for the conference in Bucharest and circular table in Paris in
October, 2009.

The details of other activities in 2009 are as follows:

1) Translation of “the Practical guide for UNESCO clubs” into Russian language

2) Participation on a) Executive Board of World Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and
Associations in Egypt in July, b) Partner’s forum during UNESCO General Conference in Paris in
October, ¢) Executive Board of the European Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and
Associations in Malta in May and in Paris in October, d) the International Children Festival “Ode




for peace” in August, organized by UNESCO Clubs of China, €) United Nations Model in Moscow
in April, f) Realization of the Ekaterinburg’s strategic plan about tourism (with Ekaterinburg
Administration).
3) holding a) conferences for presidents of UNESCO Clubs in October. b) rating conferences of
UNESCO International Youth Leaders in Ekaterinburg. ¢) Consultation for pupils about the
UNESCO Clubs.

4) Partnership with Association of victims from political repressions, women union, etc.

(Photos by Ural-Siberian Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and Associations)

National Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and Associations of Nepal NAFUCAN)

A project entitled “the Empowerment of UNESCO Clubs” was conducted in five development
regions of Nepal under the auspices of National Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and
Associations of Nepal in 2009. The project was financially supported by Nepal National
Commission for UNESCO. During the period of this project, the NAFUCAN organized two day
long orientation and seminar on “the Empowerment of UNESCO Clubs™ in all five development
regions of Nepal. These seminars held under this project came out fruitful and meaningful, and
contributed to empowerment of the UNESCO Clubs activists of all the regions.

The NAFUCAN organized the following activities:

1) Orientation Workshops on “Strengthening UNESCO Clubs for UNESCO Clubs Movement” and
on “UNESCO Associated Schools Networking: Development and Expansion” in February and
in July 2009 respectively. Seminar on “Rapprochement of Cultures: The Basis of Peace and
International Understanding” in April 2010, with the presence of Minister for Education
Honorable Sarvendra Nath Sukla, Culture experts, UNESCO Representative in Nepal and former
Ministers. They highlighted the need of cultural connectivity and unity among the cultures.

2) Celebration of “The Importance of Mother Language Day” in February 2009.

3) Talk programmes on a) “The Role of Youth in Promoting Unity in Cultural Diversity” in May
2009, b) Promoting UNESCO Clubs Movement in Nepal” on the occasion of its birthday on
June 9", 2009, c) Peace Rally on the occassion of the International Day of Peace (in cooperation
with UNESCO Kathmandu), d) “Promoting Education for Peace and Nonviolent” to celebrate
International Day of Peace on September 21%, 2009 (jointly organized with United Nations
Associations of Nepal), e) “Global Warming, Climate Change and Power Crisis” in January
2010, with the presence of State Minister for Environment, Science and Technology Honorable
Mr. Indra Prasad Dhungel, f) “UNESCO Club: Partners of UNESCO” in July 2010 for the 63"




Anniversary of the Establishment of First UNESCO Club in the World, and the chief guest was
Minister for Education Honorable Sarvendra Nath Sukla.

Chinese National Federation of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and Associations (CNFUCA)

From May 17" to 22™ 2010, Mme. Irina Bokova, Director General of UNESCO, paid an official
visit to China. During her stay in Beijing, she met Premier Wen Jiabao and attended the high level
working meeting with Mme. Liu Yandong, State Councilor. After the meeing, an official signing
ceremony of MOU between the government of P.R. China and UNESCO was held. She had also
met with Mme. Chen Zhili, Deputy Director General of the NPC Standing Committee, and the
Minister of Education, Vice Minister of Culture and Vice Minister of Science.

On May 19* 2010, Mr. Tao Xiping, Honorable President of AFUCA, Vice President of
WFUCA, welcomed Mme. Irina Bokova in the Beihai Park. They exchanged opinions on the issues
concerning further strengthening the cooperation between UNESCO and CNFUCA and promoting
UNESCO Movement. The CNFUCA together with the educational circle in Beijing co-hosted the
welcoming banquet for Mme. Irina Bokova for her first official visit to China.

On May 20", Mme. Irina Bokova took the flight to Shanghai for opening the UNESCO week of
Shanghai Expo and depart from Shanghai to Korea on the 22",

Vietnam Federation of UNESCO Clubs (VFUA)

Since April 2009, Vietnam Federation of UNESCO Clubs (VFUA) has been approved by the
Government of Vietnam to change the name to Vietnam Federation of UNESCO Associations
(VFUA). The activities of UNESCO Clubs, Centres and Associations in Vietnam are continuously
promoted at the community and positively supported by the Government of Vietnam. It is the
second time in November 2009 when the VFUA honorably received the Labour Medal by the
Government of Vietnam (the fist time was in 2004). This is the noblest reward which recognized
the contributions of the VFUA devoted to development of the country.

On September 18" 2009, the Vice Prime Minister cum Minister of Foreign Affairs H.E Pham
Gia Khiem paid an official visit to Vietnam Federation of UNESCO Associations. The Vice Prime
Minister highly appreciated the great efforts of the VFUA in overcoming variety of obstacles and
difficulties through 17 years of its history to promote UNESCO grass-roots movements.
Accordingly the coordination between the VFUA and the National Commission for UNESCO of
Vietnam and UNESCO Hanoi Office has been strengthened with successful cooperation.

From July 2009 to June 2010, the VFUA has organized more than 60 activities for the
communities in which some events gathered thousands of participants. Some activities are
highlighted as following:

1) The year of 2010 is commemorating 1000 years of Hanoi’s foundation. The VFUA has promoted
an exhibition on Hanoi’s antique, exhibitions on fine-art and photographs of Hanoi, art
performances, and poetry competitions on Hanoi etc. Tang Prosody Poetry Festival.

2) The project on researching Buddhism features in Quan ho culture was carried by UNESCO







