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Peace for Tomorrow
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The Importance of Peace

Hello everyone. We are first-grade high school students in Hiroshima.
This year marks 78 years since the end of World War || and the dropping
of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

On August 6th, 78 years ago, one atomic bomb destroyed the city of Hiroshima,
kKilling many people, including small children. Many people also suffered
from the damage caused by radioactive materials for a long tame. Only one
bomb did that.

My elementary school was the alma mater of Sadako Sasaki, famous for being
the model| for the children’ s peace monument. [ learned about family of six
killed by the A-bomb. Their family ran a barber shop and were always good
friends. Such happy days were suddenly end. One atomic bomb took the lives
of all six of them died. Kazu Sashida, a picture book author, made this
story into a book. She said that we could’ t erase the fact that this family
lived, and that people like this family lost thier lives in war and the
A-bomb.

In May of this year, Hiroshima hosted the G7 Summit, where the leaders of
the G7 and invited countries visited the Peace Memorial Museum, offered
flowers, and offered a silent prayer in fron of the Cenotaph for the A-bomb
Victims.

We hope that the leaders of the wor|d will understand the horror of nuclear
weapons and the preciousness of peace. And we think it was a good opportunity
for them to think about the importance of peace.

Looking at the world, however, we cannot say that there is peace because
conflicts continue in many places
We believe that nuclear weapons should not be used for any reason.
This is because it would cause harm to many innocent people, especially
children and vulnerable people would be the most affected.
To achieve peace, the international community must work together to resolve
conflicts and address the issue of nuclear weapons. All nations and peoples
must work together to build peace and promote dialogue and understanding.
We will build the world in the future and want to make it a peaceful world
without conflict.
We pray for peace in the world.

“Let all the souls here rest in peace; for we shall not repeat the evil.”
Thank you for listening.
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Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the
defenses of peace must be constructed.
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