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On the anniversary of the end of war (FEFEX E—F)

1" grade-student in Hiroshima.

Hello, everyone. My name is Nanami Mezaki. | am an 1
72 years ago today, the war for Japanese people ended. We were defeated. People who had fought for
“the justice” , were hurt, impoverished, starved, and they had lost many important things. Most of all, they

were at a loss with the fact that the sense of value that they believed absolute was overturned so easily.

Here in Hiroshima, the first atomic bomb was dropped for the first time in the human history. The
weapon gave an enormous damage to this city. Many people died in a moment or within 24hours after the
bombing, and some are still suffering from aftereffect of radiation. A friend of my grandmother is one of those.
She is still suffering from microcephalia, in Japanese /[NZAJE, which is one of the birth abnormality caused by
radiation exposure in womb. Only one atomic bomb dropped 72 years ago changed a whole life of an innocent
baby completely. It is incredibly terrible! However she is not the only one victim. The bomb has killed more

than 300thousand people so far, and every victims had a family and their own dramas.

Nuclear weapons are clearly inhumane weapons. 1t is natural that everybody on the earth wants to

eliminate them. However, why is it so difficult to give them up?

When wars break out, leaders often say the purpose is to protect “the justice” . Many people die for
<« . ”» «© . . » .

the name of “justice” . However, now, we know the fact that “the justice varies across the ages,
countries, religions, even each persons. The word “justice” may sometimes mean completely opposite things.
What an empty word it is! People in the world experienced the two World Wars. Through the bitter
experiences, we are supposed to realize the importance of the effort to keep a peace. These days, however,
some countries or some peoples in the world begin to show a trend of growing nationalism and populism.
Many people all over the world are afraid that the trend makes people intolerant to others, and leads to

another big conflict.

“What is true peace?” The answer may be differ in individuals. In my opinion, it is the state that
allows people to pursue their self-realization. Needless to say, an atomic-bomb is a special weapon of mass
destruction. However, the true wish of the “Hibakusha” is that the people in the world take a universal
lesson from the special tragedy, 1 believe. The world still has many wars and conflicts. Not only the conflicts of
arms, but also starvation, poverty, political and religious conflict, various forms of discrimination or bullying

do not allow many people to live in their own ways. And that's true even in Japan today.

“We must have the courage to escape the logic of fear” , said Mr. Obama, the ex-president of the
United States, when he visited Hiroshima last summer. We are given the high level ability to think, to imagine,
and to express our thoughts to the other people. We can be considerate to the others, while we can make an
assertion to protect ourselves. It is not easy for all the people in the world to understand each other
completely, of course, because each person has their own backgrounds. However, 1 believe that we can seek the
way for mutual harmony and benefit without using force. We don't need to hurt the others to deprive them of
something we want. We just need to make excellent use of the powers given to us. Because we are humans, we
may sometimes need to overcome inner conflicts. On the other hand, we can make judicious decisions through

dialogues with others, only because we are humans. 1 believe that every human is beautiful.

Today, as a representative of the high-school students in Hiroshima, 1 promise to work hard to realize
“true peace” in my own way.
August 15" 2017
Nanami MEZAKI

Thank you for your attention.
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Script for Peace

Thank you for having me here today.

1 am from Laos. My country had been suffer by war a long time too. My parents who
experienced the war, told me about disastrous effects from the war on both the combatants
and civilians. Today, no war in Lao but there is still many unexploded bombs which are still
threating Lao people. 1 realized more about disastrous effects of war and atomic bomb when 1
come to Hiroshima. Indeed, it is not moral to use atomic bomb in any cases. 1 would like
everyone in the world to understand each other, co-exist and have same willing against using
nuclear weapons and against the war!

No nuclear weapon!
No war!
Make more smiles and peace for our generations!

August 15" 2017
Aloun Phengmany

Thank you.
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