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Peace for Tomorrow
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The Opening Address of “Tolling the Peace Bell in 2020”
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Today is the 75" anniversary of the turning point day after World War
I. Though this “Tolling the Peace Bell in 2020” is the 20" assembly,
it is held in a smaller scale this year due to the Corona Virus
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Based on the UNESCO philosophy that “Since wars begin in the minds of
people, it is in the minds of people that the defenses of peace must be
constructed.” , we respect the philosophy and the Spirit of Hiroshima,
and we work on grass-roots actions to abolish nuclear weapons in the dream
to realize everlasting world peace.
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However, the order in the world changes rapidly and it ismay bedifficult
to completely eliminate nuclear weapons, although eliminating nuclear
weapons remains the first step to peace.

Pope Francis, who visited Hiroshima last year, asserted in his message
to the governor of Hiroshima Prefecture, Yuzaki, thus : “We need to abandon
the strongest and the most destructive nuclear weapons to realize world
peace. There are still regional troubles and various phenomena with war
crises.
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To realize a wor ld of peace without nuclear weapons is a common chal |enge
and hope for common citizens. Ratification countries are necessary for the



Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) to become effective;
there are only six countries in the world which have joined. As the only
nation to suffer a nuclear attack and lead to international peace, we demand
the ratification of the TPNW with a wise decision as soon as possible.
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Today, in order to prevent any infections under the coronavirus
circumstances, we will not toll the peace bell. However, please toll the
peace bell individually in our heart, offer prayers for the souls of wars
and the atomic bomb victims, and hope to realize a world of peace without
war and nuclear weapons
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To Convey the Messages from A-bombed Survivors, Accept
and Respect Each Other
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75 years ago today, World War I ended in Japan. On August 6% in 1945,
the |ives of people who lived in Hiroshima were lost in one moment by one
A-bomb. In those days Hiroshima was told that any plants and trees would
not grow for 75 years, however Hiroshima has recovered as a symbol of peace
today. Japan has not experienced a war for 75 years through the will and
actions of many people. [ am 16 years old and have spent a peaceful |ife
in Hiroshima.
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[ joinasignature-collecting campaign for the total abolition of nuclear
weapons as a high school student peace ambassador. 1 met the A-bombed
survivor who held my hand and told me to convey the messages from other
A-bomb survivors, and foreign people who signed their signatures weeping.
They encouraged me.

Last year, [ interviewed A-bomb survivors. They gave me messages such
as: “I want you never to experience such suffering like us.” “I want young
people to continue conveying the thought for the total abolition of nuclear
weapons. I will think about what [ can do.
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When I became puzzled and discouraged about what to do, I stood in front
of the Atomic Bomb Cenotaph for missing people. Approximately 70,000



people’ s ashes are placed there. In the state of chaos after the dropping
of the atomic bomb, the ashes were buried. 1 feel sorry when I think of
the deep regret for the lost lives, lost future, deprived lives, and deep
sorrow by people left behind. Here under Peace Memorial Park, a row of old
houses and many people rest. That is a fact.
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Rose and white oleanders are in bloom. In the Peace Park oleanders began
to blossom in ruins Hiroshima immediately after the dropping of the A-bomb,
and encouraged people who tried to recover since the bomb. Seeing oleanders
in the park encourages me.

Then [ gained my resolve again. Nuclear weapons are weapons against
humanity, and they threaten relief and safety for mankind. As long as
nuclear weapons exist, we must spend our lives living in fear of them.
Whenever a catastrophe like in Hiroshima and Nagasaki occurs again, it will
not be so strange.
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I have many fellows with same aim. I will regard A-bomb survivors’
thoughts and take action towards the total abolition of nuclear weapons
with my fellows as much as possible. Under the peace bell I pledge thus :
To find out the truth, toconsider it, to convey A-bomb survivors’ messages
and to accept and respect each other.

Ladies and gentlemen, how about send the message for peace from A-bombed
city Hiroshima together?
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I believe it is important to do something however small it is.
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We high school students in Hiroshima learned about World War I and
atomic bombs through textbooks, films and documents in the Peace Museum,
or stories by survivors. It is true that we do not have firsthand knowledge
of war, but what we have |learned from war make us think such a tragedy should
not be repeated, wishing for world peace.
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Only about 20 years after World War I ended, World War I broke out,
after which was and conflicts have been still going on around the world.
What is important for world peace? What can we do to prevent wars from
occurring again? Wishing for world peace is certainly not enough. What we
need to do is to take action for it. 3% What should we do then now?
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[ believe it is important to do something however small it is. For example,
we should pass down stories and wishes of A-bomb survivors to the next
generations. Another thing is that if we have questions about a political,
social, or economic issue, we must raise voice against it. We must treat
people equal ly, too. They should not be judged by their nationality, gender,
and the color of their skin. It is also important not to turn our eyes away
from international issues such as poverty, terrorism, or international
disputes. We should take those issues as our own concerns
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¥ What should we do then in the future? In the near future, the day will
come when one of us becomes a decision-making authority such as a head of
state or a leading scientist. Then we must make the right choice, which
should not lead to evil acts of destruction |ike a war, but should lead
to a world peace.
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There is a cenotaph for the victims of the Atomic Bomb in Hiroshima’s
Peace Park. It is engraved with the words, “Let all the souls here rest
in peace, for we shall not repeat the evil.” Each of us must take these
words as our own ones and should be heading for world peace, taking a smal |
but a grate action for it. By doing so we shall be able to create a world
we wish for.
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