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What peace is

Hello everyone. My name is Chiku Haruka. I'm a high school student in
Hiroshima.

[t has been 76 years since the war ended. The burnt-out area, was full
of dust, was linedwithbuildings, and it became a park with colorful flowers.
However, these days, peace has been threatened again. Today, I would |ike
to think again about what peace is

76 years ago, Hiroshima was a hellish sight because the world s first
atomic bomb was dropped.
At that time, it was a sudden death that I visited people who were about
to start a new day. Some lost their entire families, and some babies died
after not being able to live a day. Everyone was so desperate to live in
the moment that they couldn’t think about tomorrow. However, the feeling
of people who were looking forward the people led the city to an amazing
reconstruction, and now it plays an important role as a place to wish for
wor |d peace.

In January of this year, the United Nations adopted the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. However, Japan, the only country in the
wor |d to have suffered atomic bombings, has not ratified this treaty. Japan
has a mission to pass on the sad history of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and make
a peaceful world that people who feel sad not only by nuclear weapons but
also by war. And it is the atomic bomb survivors who have passed on this
until now. These days, the age of atomic bomb survivors has increased, and
the opportunities to listen from them directly have decreased. I want as
many atomic bomb survivors as possible to see a bright wor ld without nuclear
weapons. To that end, as a country that has suffered atomic bombings, we
call for ratification of this Convention as soon as possible.

By the way, this year in Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics have been held.
You know their alias, right? Yes, it isa “festival of peace” . It iscalled
so because the holding period is put into the state of the ceasefire even
if there is a conflict. In relation to this, I' Il introduce phrases from
one movie about Olympics. <humanity dream once every four years. Can we end
this created peace with a dream?> these suddenly hit me. Peace is made by



us. Also, although we hope a peaceful world, we might think that “peace
= dream” somewhere in our mind, I thought.

After 76 years, the world has developed. We have institutions to help
each other around the world, and COVID-19 has strengthened the unity of
the world. Now is the time to act.

Change “=" into “#” . “Peace # Dream.” Peace is not a dream.
We can make the world peaceful by ourselves. Join hands with the people
of the world. This bell’ s dome represents the universe. Let this bell

resonate in the world as each person thinks about what he or she can do.
Thank you for listening.

CHIKU Haruka
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