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Silence Brings No Peace.

The United Nations was created because of the great damage caused by World War II.

The UN Charter states that countries must not use force to take or break apart other
countries’ land. Unfortunately, wars are still happening in places such as Gaza, Syria, and
Ukraine, where international law is often challenged.

Although the UN was founded with the hope of creating a peaceful world, some people now
ignore the meaning of its charter.

[t is unacceptable for any country to start a war in order to gain something from it. If people
come to believe that war can bring benefits, wars will never end in the future.

[ have been learning to play the piano for a long time, and I am currently practicing a piece
called Crimean Sketches by Sergei Bortkiewicz, a composer from Ukraine. This music
beautifully depicts the nature of the Crimean Peninsula.

The Crimean Peninsula is recognized as the territory of Ukraine under international law.
However, Russia took it without Ukraine’s permission in 2014, and since then, Ukraine has
been under the threat of military attacks by Russia.

Some people say that making Crimea a part of Russia is a good idea to stop the fighting.



However, [ worry about what will happen to the beautiful Crimea in the future.

When I think about future peace in Crimea, another thought also comes to my mind—it's
about Hiroshima, the city where I live now.

The atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima in 1945, causing unimaginable suffering and
destruction.

Eighty years have passed since the end of World War II, and I feel that many people are
forgetting how much damage the war caused. Even in Hiroshima, as time goes by, fewer and
fewer people seem to think deeply about war. If we remain silent, peace may slip away.
Today, on August 15th, the day Japan ended the war, I would like to send my prayer for
peace from here in Hiroshima.

Both music and words have the power to move people’s hearts. I will never stop expressing

my desire for a peaceful world. Silence brings no peace.
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As we hear the Peace Bell ring, we remember a time when war stopped. After years
of suffering at war, and then the instantaneous loss of life, we were promised peace.
But like all other times in history, peace was temporary. War returned. All wars are
failures.
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Let's create friends from across the globe, united in understanding that war never
will be a solution. Let's redirect the energy that goes into planning for war into
planning for peace. Peace isn't easy or perfect, but it is not the guarantee of failure
that is war.
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Bradley & Susan Cox
Directors, World Friendship Center
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Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the
defenses of peace must be constructed.
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